The compound sentence 
The compound sentence is a composite sentence built on the principle of coordination . It can be  derived from 2 or more sentences which are connected on the principle of coordination either syndetically or asyndetically.

The main semantic relations between the clauses connected syndetically (coordinatively) are 
copulative (присоединительный) with the help of the conjunction and, both... and, neither ... nor, not only ... but also, as well as,  etc. denoting addition, combination,

 adversative (противительный) with the help of coordinators but, yet, still, however, nevertheless,    etc.) denoting contradiction,

disjunctive (разделительный) - or,  either   ...   or - denoting  separation, choice;
causal (причинный) – as, for, since,
consequental (логически вытекающий) – so, therefore, consequently.
Though for and so are considered coordinating con​junctions, they are in fact intermediate between coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. Like subordinating conjunctions they introduce clauses of cause and result. They are not used in simple sentences. Like coordinating conjunctions they are always placed be​tween the units they connect. The clauses they introduce are more independent than the corresponding clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions. This is expressed by the in​tonation and punctuation marks: the for and so clauses are often separated by a semicolon.
Similar semantic types of relations are to be found between independent, separate sentences forming a continual text.  E.g.  The identity of the attacker is known to the police. However, no name has been released. The government doesn’t intend to cause any further provocation. Thus, all troops have been withdrawn.


This fact has given cause to some scholars, such as Iofik, to deny the existence of the compound  sentence as a special kind of the composite sentence. They say it to be a regular form of a composite sentence. They claim that the so called “compound sentence” is a fictitious notion developed under the school influence of written presentation of speech. Some scholars consider that the compound sentence occupies a specific intermediary position in syntax – its place is between a composite sentence and a sequence of independent sentences. But according to M. Blokh, the idea of non-existence of the compound sentence in English should be rejected unconditionally.

The base sentences joined into one compound sentence lose their independent status and become coordinate clauses - parts of a composite unity. The first clause is “leading”, the successive clauses are “sequental”. It’s the sequential clause that includes the connector in its composition. But still the clauses of compound sentences are of equal rank.


The coordinating connectors, or coordinators, are divided into conjunctions proper and semi-functional clausal connectors of adverbial character. The main coordinating conjunctions are: and, but, or, nor, neither, for, either…or etc. The main adverbial coordinators are: then, yet, so, thus, consequently, nevertheless, however etc. The adverbial coordinators can shift their position in the sentence (the exceptions are the connectors “yet, so”). i.e. Mrs. Myers stepped into the room, however the host took no notice of it.  -  Mrs. Myers stepped into the room, the host, however, took no notice of it

The intensity of cohesion (связь) between the coordinate clause can become loose, and in this case the construction is changed into a cumulative one.  i.e. Nobody ever disturbed him while he was at work; it was one of the unwritten laws.


In order to give a specification to the semantics of clausal relations, the coordinative conjunction can be used together with an accompanying functional particle-like or adverb-like word. In particular, the conjunction “but” forms the conjunctive specifying combinations ”but merely, but instead, but also” etc.; the conjunction “or” forms the characteristic coordinative combinations “or else, or rather, or even” (i.e. The workers were not prepared to accept the conditions of the administration, but instead they were considering a mass demonstration). The coordinative specifies combine also with the conjunction ”and”. Among the specifies used here are included the adverbial coordinators “so, yet, consequently” etc. (i.e. The two friends didn’t dispute over the issue afterwards, and yet there seemed a hidden discord growing between them).


It is easily seen that some coordinative connections are correlated semantically with subordinative connections so that a compound sentence can be transformed into a complex one. E.g. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking again  -------------- Alice soon began talking again because there was nothing else to do. 


The length of the compound sentence in terms of the number of its clausal parts is in principle unlimited; it’s determined by the informative purpose of the speaker. The most common type of the compound sentence in this respect is a two-clause construction.

